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U.S. Navy Aircraft Incident
Q. Mr. President, members of your admin-

istration expected the crew to be freed over
the weekend. At this point, how can you not
agree with Chairman Hyde that they are hos-
tages?

The President. First, I just talked to Gen-
eral Sealock, who had a good visit with all
24 crewmembers. His report is that their
spirits are very high, that they’re doing well,
and that’s good news. Secondly, all of us
around this table understand diplomacy takes
time. But there is a point—the longer it
goes—there’s a point at which our relations
with China could become damaged.

Q. Is there any more that you can do or
say, sir?

The President. Every day that goes by in-
creases the potential that our relations with
China could be damaged. And our hope is
that this matter gets resolved quickly.

Q. Is there anything else you can do? You
said a week ago that it’s time for them to
come home. They’re still not home. What
else can the President of the United States
do to bring our people home?

The President. We’re working behind the
scenes. We’ve got every diplomatic channel
open. We’re in discussions with the Chinese.
It is now time for our troops to come home
so that our relationship does not become
damaged.

Thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:15 a.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Brig. Gen. Neal Sealock,
USA, U.S. Embassy Defense Attache in Beijing.
A tape was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.

Proclamation 7423—Jewish Heritage
Week, 2001
April 9, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Americans have long cherished our iden-

tity as a Nation of immigrants. The shared
values and aspirations of those who have

come to America’s shores have helped to
shape our culture, laws, and government.

The Jewish community has played a vital
role in our Nation’s history, tracing back to
colonial times. Many were active in sup-
porting the Revolutionary War and in settling
new territories and cities during America’s
westward expansion. Although initially a
small community, in time, millions of Jewish
men, women, and children followed. In flee-
ing persecution, pogroms, and the horrors of
the Holocaust, they sought a new life in the
United States where they could worship in
freedom and pursue their hopes and dreams
in peace. The many oppressions historically
borne by the Jewish people remind us that
we must remain committed to religious lib-
erty and tolerance for all.

As we celebrate Jewish Heritage Week, we
also recall the lasting contributions that Jew-
ish Americans have made to the arts, edu-
cation, industry, and science. Many of their
names are inscribed in America’s textbooks,
and the Jewish community’s rich heritage
and culture continues to enrich our society’s
national fabric. In many communities large
and small, Jewish families have shared their
resources, time, and talent to help others.
Their contributions to our national life and
character help make America a better place.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 22 through
29, 2001, as Jewish Heritage Week. I urge
all Americans to join in observing this week
with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and
activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this ninth day of April, in the year
of our Lord two thousand one, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 10, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 11.
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Proclamation 7424—National Crime
Victims’ Rights Week, 2001
April 9, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Every day, Americans are making progress

both in the fight against crime and in the
effort to ensure fair and compassionate treat-
ment of victims and their families. Dedicated
volunteers, health care professionals, coun-
selors, and law enforcement personnel in
communities large and small are raising the
public’s awareness that victims have impor-
tant rights.

Decreasing crime rates are encouraging,
but we are far from winning the war against
crime. According to the most recent National
Crime Victimization Survey, nearly 29 mil-
lion people were victimized by crime in 1999,
including more than 7 million victims of vio-
lent crime. Americans cannot afford to be
complacent. All of us must continue efforts
to stop crime and to improve services for
those harmed by crime.

The voices of our Nation’s victims con-
tinue to have a powerful effect in changing
laws, policies, and attitudes to promote vic-
tims’ rights and services. They encourage
every person in America to take a stand and
to lend their support. My Administration is
committed to improving public safety and to
providing justice for all who have been vic-
timized. We will fight for public policies that
prevent crimes. We will steadfastly support
those responsible for enforcing the laws and
protecting the innocent. And we will attempt
to see that offenders, not victims, pay the
high cost of crime.

Our Nation’s commitment to crime victim
assistance grows stronger every year, with
thousands of programs in place to provide
help and hope. My Administration is com-
mitted to expanding opportunities for faith-
based and charitable organizations dedicated
to serving persons in need. Crime victims
often turn to faith-based organizations for as-
sistance and support during times of crisis,
and religious leaders and communities are
vital links in our national network of victim
services.

This year marks the 20th anniversary of
National Crime Victims’ Rights Week. The
campaign to win rights for victims parallels
other grassroots movements in our Nation’s
history. These crusades most frequently
began as small local movements led by
groups of passionate individuals who spoke
out in protest when they saw inequities. Dur-
ing this week, let us join in the effort to estab-
lish fair legal rights and services for crime
victims.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do
hereby proclaim April 22 through 28, 2001,
as National Crime Victims’ Rights Week. I
urge all Americans to share the burden of
reducing crime in their communities and to
follow the example of those who have helped
establish rights and improve services for vic-
tims.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this ninth day of April, in the year
of our Lord two thousand one, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:59 a.m., April 11, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on April 10, and it was
published in the Federal Register on April 12.

Remarks Following Discussions With
King Abdullah II of Jordan and an
Exchange With Reporters
April 10, 2001

President Bush. I’m going to have an
opening statement. His Majesty will have an
opening statement. I’ll be glad to take a cou-
ple of questions from the American press.
His Majesty will take a couple of questions
from the Jordanian press, and we’ll alternate.

It’s my honor to welcome the Majesty to
the Oval Office, to our country. We had a
very good lunch. We discussed a lot of sub-
jects, starting with how best to work together
to lay the foundation for peace in the Middle
East. We had a very good discussion about
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